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Video and DVD teaching resources for Deaf students

Note: This information is relevant for tutors who have deaf students in their group. However it is relevant to all tutors because there is a possibility that a deaf student may be in your group in the future. This information will help you be aware when preparing future resources.

The number of deaf students attending mainstream and further education is continuing to increase and so the need for having video and DVD in a form accessible to deaf students is becoming more relevant.

Videos and DVDs are most usually made accessible to deaf students with subtitles. 

1. Videos and DVDs recorded from TV:  

New technology has made the addition of subtitles to TV programmes much easier and now most TV programmes are subtitled. 

At Work All educational establishments should have the facility to record subtitles with the programmes which have them. This is normally the responsibility of the Learning Resource Centre. These departments have different names, so seek out the relevant department where you work. If you want to use a programme from TV, contact the relevant department. Good practice is to record subtitles with ALL programmes which have them, whether there is a deaf student in the current group or not, so that a stock of deaf accessible resources builds up for future use. 

At Home If you want to record a programme yourself, please check if your equipment will record subtitles. It is usually possible to record them with Freeview, Sky+, Sky digital and cable but not with most analogue equipment.  

2. Commercial DVDs

There are subtitles on many commercial DVDs, but it is worthwhile checking on the box to make sure that they are available. Sometimes there is a category of subtitles in English for deaf and hard of hearing people. This is because some deaf people find reading English subtitles inaccessible due to the level of reading comprehension involved. Therefore if there is a choice it is preferable to choose subtitles for deaf and hard of hearing people.
3. Commercial Videos

[image: image1.png]Some commercial pre-recorded videos have subtitles in a form called ‘closed-caption subtitles’. You will know if a video has this facility if there is a closed caption symbol on the box. To display closed caption subtitles on the TV you need to use a closed caption decoder. Obtaining and using this type of equipment is normally the responsibility of the Learning Resource Centre or relevant department.

4. DVDs and Videos which do not have subtitles

It is very difficult to provide access to deaf students if there are no subtitles. There are two other options: Sign Language Support and Transcripts. However there are limitations with both.

Sign Language Support

There may be a Communication Support Worker (CSW) in the group, providing BSL interpreting, but the deaf student cannot watch the CSW and the screen at the same time. There may be crucial points in the Video/DVD where important visual and audio events happen at the same time. The deaf student cannot access both.

The CSW would need to sit next to the TV screen, facing the deaf student. The CSW therefore cannot see the screen to know what is happening visually, to aid the interpretation. Sometimes the Video/DVD material is dense, with more than one person talking, or people arguing. There may be split screens with multiple scenarios happening at the same time. It is impossible to interpret such situations.

Tutors may view the proposed material and deem it appropriate enough for the deaf student to access. However, it is important that tutors should ask the CSW to advise them whether that is the case before they use the material.

Where no subtitles are available, tutors should make sure they give the video/DVD to the CSW well in advance for preparation.

Transcripts

If there are no subtitles and there is no other reasonable alternative, a word for word transcript must be prepared. The student would need to have it well in advance of the showing, to read and digest. This is because it is impossible to read with understanding and watch the screen simultaneously. 

Please note that there must be sufficient time given for preparing a transcript: It normally takes at least 4 hours of intensive work to prepare a transcript for a 15 minute tape.

5. Making notes from a Video/DVD

Hearing students can listen and make notes simultaneously, but the deaf student cannot. A CSW may be able to support by making notes. If the CSW is interpreting, the tutor therefore would need to be responsible for making notes for the student.
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For further more detailed information see the RNID

‘How to get subtitles’ fact sheet on the website www.rnid.org.uk
Follow the links: Information and resources / Our factsheets and leaflets / equipment.
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